
CHRISTMAS EVE December 24, 2023 

THE STORY OF CHRISTMAS 7:00 p.m. 

Please find Online Worship at:  
www.gracechurchcalgary.com 

Vision 
Transforming lives through God’s grace. 
 

Mission 
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we grow 

disciples of Jesus Christ to love our  
neighbours and effect social change. 
 

Values 
Belonging, Community, Compassion,  
Engagement, and Service 

The Rev. Dr. Jean Morris 
Interim Moderator 
 

The Rev. Jake Van Pernis (parental leave) 
Assoc. Minister, Engagement & Service 
 

The Rev. Wendy Adams 

Interim Minister 
 

The Rev. Dr. Geoffrey Simmins 

Interim Minister 
 

 Matt Kallio 
Music Coordinator 
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http://www.gracechurchcalgary.com
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=59186
http://www.frankwesleyart.com/main_page.htm


 “A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,  
 for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.” 
 

At Christmas we remember the coming of Christ into our world as the fulfilment of the promise 

of the Messiah. Throughout the year we recall Christ’s life and try to walk in his footsteps. The 

interim ministers at Grace wish to thank every one of the people who make up the Grace 

Community. We are thankful for the staff and elders who do large things overseeing operations 

and our facilities, for the committee members and participants who take care of details 

throughout the year and for the volunteers who show up, ready to jump in and get things done. 

We are also thankful for those who are just joining us, perhaps for the first time. God continues 

to work in us and through us; we encourage you to explore with us the ways that God may even 

now be at work in you, bringing you closer to God’s loving embrace and call to change the world 

for the better.   

Now, as we reach the close of the year, we can look back and see how very much we have 

accomplished. Through prayer and discernment we have tried to be inspired by the Holy Spirit; 

through study and community we have grown as disciples of Jesus Christ. Through your gifts and 

offerings, our ministry takes many forms as we love our neighbours through the work of mission, 

education, outreach, engagement, and pastoral care.  
 

May God bless you this Christmas and throughout the coming year, 
The Revs. Wendy Adams and Geoffrey Simmins 



Order of Worship 
 

Land acknowledgement 
In a spirit of respect and truth we honour and acknowledge that we worship on 
the traditional territories of the peoples of Treaty 7, which include the Blackfoot 
Confederacy (comprised of the Siksika, the Piikani, and the Kainai First Nations), 
the Tsuut’ina First Nation, and the Stoney Nakoda (including Chiniki, Bearspaw 
and Goodstoney First Nations). The City of Calgary is also home to the Metis 
Nation of Alberta (Districts 5 and 6).  
 

Prelude of carols 
  

Processional Hymn 159   O come, all ye faithful  † 
 

Welcome and Opening Prayer  The Rev. Wendy Adams 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath Liturgy Fran, Robin and  
  Mark Tomlinson 
 

Hymn  141  Good Christians, all rejoice † 
  

Responsive Prayer 
 

God, creator of all things, we know that Jesus was in the beginning with you. 
We have waited in darkness,  
but now a light shines, and the darkness will not overcome it.   
 

We will testify to the light,   
because we have seen a great light.  
 

A child of many names has been born for us:  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Parent.   
 

And now we celebrate the birth of Christ, ringing in endless peace, justice, 
and righteousness.   
God, your mighty zeal has done these things, and we will not be afraid.  

  

Prayer of Adoration  The Rev. Dr. Geoffrey Simmins 



Rite of Reconciliation 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

God of grace and truth,  
In Christ you offer us the gift of yourself,   
but we are attracted to presents under the tree.  
You came to us in flesh and blood,  
but we fail to see you in the humans right beside us.  
You shine in the world,   
but we dwell on the darkness in the daily news.  
Forgive us.  
Renew our hope and our trust in you  
as you reach out to us from the manger.  
Amen.  
 

Words of Forgiveness  

The Peace 
May the Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The Story of Christmas  Narration: Revs. Wendy and Geoffrey 
 

Hymn 166  Once in Royal David’s City † 
 

Scripture: Isaiah 9:2-7 Ben Matthews 
 

Scripture: Luke 2:1-7 Iain Robertson 
 

Hymn 154  Silent Night † 
 

Hymn 168  See amid the winter’s snow † 
 

Scripture: Luke 2:8-20 Kerri Kroeker 
 

Hymn 139  Hark! the herald angels sing † 
 

Scripture: John 1:1-14 Richard Wilson 



Pastoral Prayer 
 

Anthem: Huron Carol Traditional French/Arr: Paul A. Aitken 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
 

Offertory  The Wexford Carol Traditional Irish /Arr: Matthew Kallio 
 

Offertory Prayer Anne Stephenson 
  
Doxology Hymn 145  In the bleak mid-winter v.4   † 
 

What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring 
a lamb; if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give 
him—give my heart. 

 

Benediction 
 

Hymn  153      Joy to the world †  
 

Choral Amen  780 Amen †  
  

Postlude “O Holy Night” - Cantique de Noel Adolph Adam     †        
 Arr/Matthew Kallio 
 

Musicians 
Thank you to our musicians, 
Paul Xu, flute; Tory Deren, trumpet; Paige Fermaniuk, harp and  
Henry Wu, percussion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Permissions/Licensing 
* Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream this music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with 
license #A-729521. All rights reserved. 
† Public Domain 



 
Life and Work at Grace Church  
www.gracechurchcalgary.com/worship/ 
 

Worship Services 
 Sundays at 10:30 am in-person. 
 Livestreamed to watch anytime at www.gracechurchcalgary.com/worship/ 
 Fellowship in the Family Room immediately following Worship each Sunday. 
 The South Sudanese community meets Sundays at 12:30 pm in the Chapel. 
 The Anyuak community meets Sundays at 3:00 pm in the Chapel. 

 
 
 

December 31 Christmas 1:  Don’t be a stranger  The Rev. Wendy Adams 
 
 

January 7 Epiphany The Rev. Dr. Geoffrey Simmins 

 

  
To the glory of God the flowers in the sanctuary today are given in honour of  
long-time members Ted and Lola Rozsa by their daughter Mary Lil.  

https://gracechurchcalgary.com/worship/
http://www.gracechurchcalgary.com/worship/


 
Notes: 
 



Grace Presbyterian Church 
1009 15 Avenue SW,  Calgary, AB T2R 0S5 

Phone: 403-244-5861 Email:    office@gracecalgary.org 
Website: www.gracechurchcalgary.com Twitter/Facebook: @calgarygrace 

YouTube  Instagram  Twitter  Facebook 

mailto:office@gracecalgary.org
http://www.gracechurchcalgary.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFm-Kib7lzoGj1FxcCxvU1g
https://www.instagram.com/calgarygrace/
https://twitter.com/calgarygrace
https://www.facebook.com/CalgaryGrace

